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the details of services such as education or housing. He will discuss
the office of Secretary of State and the principal functions of the
Home Secretary, including the preservation of order, but not the
* detailed regulations which govern the police forces. Under foreign
affairs it is necessary to refer briefly to such topics as the treaty-
making power and immunities from court process which are more
fully covered by writers on public international law. The structure of
the principal organs of government will be described, but only
principal functions can be treated in any detail in a work on general
principles.
B.
Sources of Constitutional Law*1
Reference has been made to those rules of the constitution which
lack the direct force of law. These extra-legal rules complicate the
task of stating the sources from which constitutional law is drawn.
By sources are meant here—though the term is sometimes used to
indicate historical origins—the means whereby force and expression
are given to law.
The sources of constitutional law are:
(1)	Rules of Law:
(a) Legislation, i.e. Acts of Parliament and the enactments of
other bodies upon which-Parliament has conferred power
to legislate.
(V) Judicial precedent, i.e* the decisions of the courts expound-
ing the common law or interpreting statutes,
(c) Custom, L& the source of, for example, many of the
usages of Parliament.
 (2)	Conventional rules, i.e> rules not having the force of law but
which can nevertheless not be disregarded since they are
sanctioned by public opinion, and perhaps indirectly by law
proper.
 (3)	Advisory, i,e. |jie opinions of writers of authority.
L
.    legislation.
Rules of law may be defined as "rules of civil conduct recognised
by the courts/* Such rules may be divided into two categories:
(a) those prescribed by legislation, and (b) those to be deduced from
the decisions of courts of authority,
1 For a concise account of the sources of English law, including custom, see
Pan IL of (X Hood Phillips, A First Bock of®$lsh Law, 2nde& (Sweet and
Maxwell).

